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I started yearning to become closer to God
about a year ago. | never really used to
pray before that, but then I started to pray
for just a few minutes every day. | X
remember that | really wanted to become
closer to God but | didn't know where to
start. | knew many people who were non-
believers and at times | too would question
my faith because of their influence on me.

In order to help me strengthen my faith, |

began to study the lives of saints, such as -
P
e

St Rose of Lima, St Therese of Lisieux, St
Agnes and St Francis of Assisi. | continued
to try to deepen my faith. | naturally began
to pray more and my prayers became more
meaningful. Through Jesus | have been
able to break free from many bad habits
~ and become a better person. It's amazing
! uch can change in a year when you
;}H 0 love the Lord and accept His will
or you. In today's society, strong faith can
l;)e"sgh\éﬁﬁng that seems so hard to
ach-ﬁeve, but it is surely worth persevering
for.

Now, | have a message which | want to
share with everyone who yearns to
. strengthen their relationship with our
“Almighty Father:

Keep steadfast in your faith and serve God
in everything you do. When you allow
Jesus to come into your life, beautiful
things happen. Remember this always!
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POPE'S

Let us pray that programmes for

development may predominate in the world,

and not those for weapons. Pope Francis

AUSTRALIA’S FORMER ATHEIST
GOVERNOR GENERAL BECOMES
CATHOLIC

Brisbane: Australia’s former Governor General Bill
Hayden has been baptised as a Catholic at the age of
85, after a lifetime as an atheist. Hayden attributed his
conversion to the influence of Ursuline Sisters and his
mother. He said that the sisters who taught him at
primary school stressed the principles of social
commitment, humanity, and service to others.

SERVING SOULS ONE CUP AT A TIME

Minnesota: Across the United States, Catholic coffee
shops are taking evangelisation to new heights.
Located in Rochester, Minnesota, St James Coffee
shop serves fair-trade and hosts lectures on Scripture
and theology and organises pilgrimages to the Holy
Land. Café Holy Grounds in Santa Monica, California

aims to provide “second chances” for ex-
offenderswho have been released from prison. Bibles
and rosaries are also sold at the shop. Ignatius Café
sponsored by the St Agnes Korean Catholic Church is
allabout bringing God to all people. “Since God is open
to all people, the church must be open to the public”,
Fr Choi, the man behind the cafe, said.

Compiled by Smitha George

YOUNG CATHOLICS SHUN MODERN
LIFE TO EMBRACE RELIGION IN UK

London: Statistics compiled by the
National Office for Vocation in UK, show
more commitment to religion in among
younger Catholics, precisely in age
group of 20s and 30s, in the United
Kingdom. While just seven women
joined religious orders in England and
Wales in 2004, by 2014, that number
had increased to 45 — the highest
number in a quarter-century. An
average of 25 has joined annually in the
lastthree years.

CHINA AND VATICAN SIGN HISTORIC
DEAL ON BISHOPS

Beijing: China on September 22"
reached a historic breakthrough with
the Vatican on the appointment of
bishops. Under the deal, Pope Francis
recognised the legitimacy of seven
bishops appointed by the Chinese
government. The issue of who appoints
bishops has been a debate since China
first broke off diplomatic ties with the
Holy See in 1951. With 90 million
Christians, Christianity is regarded as
the fastest growingreligionin China.

CHURCH DONATES MOTHER MARY'S
ORNAMENTS FOR FLOOD RELIEF
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Kochi: A Catholic parish in Kerala,
India joined global efforts to raise
funds for the flood-devastated
Kerala by donating gold ornaments
thatadorned a Mother Mary statue.
The necklaces weighing 25
sovereigns were made from gold
offered by the devotees. Kerala
recently faced its most affected
floodinthelast 100 years.
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Look to him, and
be radiant; so your
faces shall never

be ashamed.
(Psalms 34:5)

The joy you are seeking has a name, a face;
that of Jesus of Nazareth, who waits for you
in the Eucharist. (Benedict Xv))
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